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English Version

A name appeared repeatedly as we searched for a Talented Banker from our ‘Bank Trolls’
group - a group that makes us laugh out loud, think, read and smile besides ourselves
through their funny, thought-provoking and satirical posts : a dubsmash series member
known for his expressive acting and named ‘Kodum bheekaran’! We probed further..

Pure humorous acting reflected his immense talent. We got to watch him again during the
lockdown period along with previously selected Talented Bankers in a skit - “Lockdown
Mahatmyam”.

We decided, let this ‘kodum bheekaran’ be this week’s talented banker.

A dedicated professional banker who uses his various skills to fill his free time with fun and
frolic:

BijuGS

State Bank of India

Chief Manager, Sales Hub,
RBO Alappuzha

The only son of the retired PWD employee( from Kallambalam) Sri. Sarasan Kurup and
retired teacher (from Attingal) Smt. Geethakumari. He did his schooling till 12th standard
from the schools at his mother’s native place - Varkala M.G.M school and Sivagiri Sree
Narayana School. He did his BTech from Thrikkakara Model Engineering College.



It was while at college that he discovered his hidden talents seeping out of him. His father
encouraged and his mother guided and supported him in all his endeavors.

He was selected to the College Senate right in the first year, and to the Placement
Committee during the following years. This period served as a training period for his
leadership qualities, resulting in 190 of his batch mates getting placements. Though he got
placed in Mindtree, 2008 recession pushed him to walk past those dreams and go for a
banking career. He first joined as Probationary Officer in South Indian Bank and after two
months got selected as Probationary Officer in Canara Bank. While posted in Goa, he felt
homesick and applied for the 2010 State Bank PO test and joined SBl on 01/03/2011 leaving
Canara Bank.

He became a Scale Il officer in 2013 and was posted as the Branch Manager, Kuttichira
branch. Though difficult in the beginning, he could tackle all hurdles in his onward journey
through his creative skills, leadership quality, the experience of senior staff members in the
branch and the untiring support of his team.

Meanwhile he did his MBA(Banking) through distance education. He got promoted to Scale
lIl'in 2016 and worked in Edappal branch during the first six months, from where in 2017 he
got transferred as the Branch Manager in Ettumanoor MC Road branch. He got his Scale IV
promotion during the lockdown period and is now Chief Manager, Sales Hub, Alappuzha
RBO.

We approached him to make him this week’s Talented Banker amidst his excitement in
joining an administrative office for the first time in his career and busy schedule leading the
team sanctioning Covid loans.

“How was this ‘kodum bheekaran’ - whose fleeting expressions fuse with words
spontaneously to entertain the audience - born?”

“It may be because | observe people and have often wondered how capable they are in
expressing subtle emotions. | then try to imbibe those expressions in me during the
dubsmashs and later in shortfilms and movies “, Biju humbly replied.

The film club members of the Mannanam KE College encouraged him to take acting
seriously. He can never forget the instance when they all completed a short film within a
short span of just three consecutive Bank holidays he chanced to get. He confesses that he
acted never to gain publicity but to attain the satisfaction and bliss of completing a project.

He has also acted in two Malayalam movies - “Trip”, a relatively short movie and the
recently released “Margamkali”.

He was very active in our Bank Trolls in the beginning and stood away only when he got too



busy with work.

With the lockdown period returned Biju’s satires in the Trolls group and gained much
popularity.

Recently, a humorous short film was born in the collaborative efforts of a few Talented
Bankers - Satheesh, Arun and Rajesh from Palakkad, Parvathi Niranjan from Alappuzha and
others from their homes at various locations - “Lockdown Mahatmyam”! In it, Biju appeared
in the importance role of ‘Thadiyan foodie’ - they really entertained all with their superb
acting skills.

He has various other hobbies too. He finds time to organize the exhibition and driving of
various vintage cars through ’car lovers’, a group of car - crazy people. He is also a member
of the ‘Foodie Hub’, a group that travels searching for the tastiest foods, just to savour the
food. His most favourite hobby is undoubtedly cooking. He spent most part of lockdown in
the kitchen experimenting and polishing his culinary skills. He is an “onion curry “ specialist.
Anyone interested to try? Simply search in the Google and you would find Biju’s special
recipe in the cookpad site.

His hobbies don’t end here. He is fond of playing Cricket as well. He won playing in the
Kottayam team in STABOC.

Biju’s wife, Dr. Veena R Nair, is the third rank holder in MD Pathology from Kottayam
Medical College. She excels in music, dance and the language Hindi.

Biju and his wife, both belonging to the ‘essential service’ category, are striving to serve the
public regularly even during the lockdown restrictions.

The Talented Bankers group wishes Biju and Veena the very best in all their endeavours in
life.
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English version: Arya Gayathry , State Bank of India, LHO Thiruvananthapuram



